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Thematic Priorities in SDC‘s health policy: 

1. To reduce the burden of communicable and 

non-communicable diseases  

2. To improve mother, newborn and child health 

as well as sexual and reproductive health and 

rights 

3. To strengthen health systems in order to further 

universal coverage 
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Supply side 

Demand side: 
Responsibility, 

Participation 

Source: WHO, Systems Thinking for  

Health Systems Strengthening (2009) 
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Overall Health Goal: Maximizing health for all at all stages of life  

 
Decisive steps (targets) 

 
Fundamental enablers (approach) 

 

 Achieve Universal Health Coverage  

 Complete / further unfinished MDGs  

 Ensure sexual & reproductive health and 

rights (ICPD programme of action) 

 Reduce the burden of non-communicable 

diseases, mental disorders and neglected 

tropical diseases 

 

 Address key social, cultural economic,  

political and environmental determinants  

of health  

 Ensure equity and the right to the highest 

attainable standard of health 

 Ensure access to quality services 

(availability, affordability, accessibility, 

adequacy, acceptability) 

 Respond to demographic shifts (youth 

and adolescent, aging populations…) 

 Abide by mutual accountability 

 Specific health needs in life stages 
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