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SPEAKERS 

Working in Fragile Contexts and Building up Resilie nt Health Systems 
Why Do Community Systems Matter? 

 

Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
 

 

 

 

 



        MMS Symposium 
           02 November 2016 

1 

SPEAKERS 

Working in Fragile Contexts and Building up Resilie nt Health Systems 
Why Do Community Systems Matter? 

 

Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 



2 

Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
 

 

 

 



3 
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Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
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she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
 

 

 

 



3 

Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
 

 

 

 



3 

Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
 

 

 

 

 



        MMS Symposium 
           02 November 2016 

1 

SPEAKERS 

Working in Fragile Contexts and Building up Resilie nt Health Systems 
Why Do Community Systems Matter? 

 

Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
 

 

 

 



3 

Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
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ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 
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Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 
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Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
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Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
 

 

 

 

 



        MMS Symposium 
           02 November 2016 

1 

SPEAKERS 

Working in Fragile Contexts and Building up Resilie nt Health Systems 
Why Do Community Systems Matter? 

 

Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
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Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
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Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
 

 

 

 



3 

Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
 

 

 

 

 



        MMS Symposium 
           02 November 2016 

1 

SPEAKERS 

Working in Fragile Contexts and Building up Resilie nt Health Systems 
Why Do Community Systems Matter? 

 

Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
 

 

 

 



3 

Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
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Verena Wieland, Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland 

 

 
Verena Wieland holds a master in philology and history, a postgraduate diploma 
on International Cooperation (NADEL, ETH Zurich) and a Certificate in 
Advanced Studies on Eastern European Countries (University of Fribourg). 
Working since more than 25 years in different areas of the international 
cooperation, she has a broad experience as programme coordinator, team 
leader and in the field of conceptual and policy development. Her main focuses 
of interest are community based primary health care, civil society strengthening, 
organisational development, and development policy. Actually, she is working in 
the Unit for ‘Strategic and Conceptual Development’ of the Swiss Red Cross 
International Cooperation, coordinating the SRC internal learning process on 
‘Health in fragile contexts’ and as advisor for Conflict sensitivity/fragility and 
development policy. V. Wieland is the vice president of the network Medicus 
Mundi Switzerland. 

Maya Natarajan,  IAMANEH Switzerland, Basel Switzerland 

 

Maya Natarajan is a social anthropologist with a master in development and 
cooperation and working since many years in the field of development and 
cooperation for IAMANEH Switzerland, first as a program manager and now as 
managing director. Her regional focus is mainly in West Africa, where IAMANEH 
is engaged in Mali, Senegal, Bukina Faso and Togo. She has a long-time 
experience in planning and implementation of health related projects, especially 
in close collaboration with local NGOs and other actors in the field. Her main 
experiences and interests lay in the field of sexual and reproductive health, 
gender and rights, and prevention of violence 
 

Maarten Hofland , Comundo, Belgium 

 

Through a tree-planting project in Namibia in 1995 I became very interested in 
Africa and its possibilities and challenges. After completing my medicine study 
at the Free University in Amsterdam and an attachment in Tanzania in 2002, I 
continued in the subspecialisation Tropical medicine/international health in 
Amsterdam. From 2005 until 2007, I worked in a district hospital as a general 
doctor Nikki, Republique du Bénin. After returning to Europe I started a 
specialisation in obstetrics/gynaecology in Brussels, Belgium in 2008. After 
completing this I started working for Comundo in Zambia. As a gynaecologist 
and medical superintendent I was involved in both clinical care, quality 
improvement mainly obstetric care, management and teaching. In this respect I 
visited many small centres for technical support. I also started a cervical cancer 
screening clinic, was involved in implementation of new PMTCT guidelines in 
the surrounding districts and started a myoma clinic. 
 

Nina Ndabihore, Swiss TPH, Burundi 

 

 
Dr Nina Ndabihore is currently the Coordinator the SDC funded Santé Grands 
Lacs programme for Burundi. This programme is providing health sector 
strengthening support in several provinces in Burundi and Rwanda.  
As a medical doctor and public health specialist, she has been working before 
both for the civil society and the Ministry of public health of Burundi, with a 
focus on HIV/AIDS and Monitoring and Evaluation. 
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Richard Burzynski,  UNAIDS, Geneva Switzerland 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Burzynski has been an AIDS and LGBT activist and advocate since 
1985 and has worked at the local, national and international levels. He co-
founded the International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO) in 
1989 with other advocates from across the world.  In 1999, he served on the 
Working Group that developed the Global Fund.  In 2006, he co-founded the 
Global Forum on Men who have sex with Men (MSMGF) with other advocates. 
Richard joined UNAIDS in 2009 and is currently the Senior Advisor on Rights, 
Gender, Prevention and Community Mobilization and the agency focal point on 
issues related to sexual orientation and gender identity, and people left behind 
in the HIV response. At UNAIDS, Richard has been a critical advocate for 
community system strengthening, LGBT human rights, equality and equity.  He 
has convened and/or led several global consultations, including various global 
policy and strategy consultations on HIV and human rights issues. In 2014, he 
developed Equal Eyes - a bi-weekly compilation of global news, stories and 
updates impacting the health and well-being of LGBT people. http://equal-
eyes.org/ In 2015, he led the UNAIDS effort to develop and endorse an historic 
joint statement to end violence and discrimination against LGBTI people. 12 UN 
agencies endorsed the statement.   
 

Maximina Jokonya  Africaid, Zimbabwe 

 

Maximina Jokonya has over eight years’ experience in the world of HIV/AIDS. 
She is currently working for Africaid as a Zvandiri Mentor implementing 
DREAMS project in Mutare District, Zimbabwe. Maximina draws her 
experience from being born with HIV. The disease, her family, Africaid and her 
community have inspired her passion for working with adolescents and young 
women who are infected and affected by HIV, and encourages the adoption of 
interventions that eliminate stigma and discrimination. Through her desire to 
learn about HIV and find ways to help her community, she joined the University 
of Zimbabwe – University of California San Francisco (UZ-UCSF) Collaborative 
Research Programme in 2007 as a Community Advisory Board (CAB) member, 
Community Delegation to the Global Fund, Women Deliver Young Leader, IAS 
2016 Global Village and Youth working group member amongst many other 
representations 

 
Zelaikha Anwari Reproductive Health Director, Ministry of Public Health, Kabul, Afghanistan  

 

 
Dr. Zelaikha Anwari, in her professional records has significant contribution to 
developing of Afghanistan public health system. Currently, she leads and 
manages the reproductive health programs and projects for the government of 
Afghanistan, Ministry of Public Health. She contributed in development of to over 
40 health policies, strategies and other national guidelines and documents while 
she served as a Technical Advisor to the MoPH for Policy, Planning General 
Directorate. In 2012, as a program manager, she led a sub-national program 
with focus on supporting the Provincial Public Health Offices to strengthen their 
stewardship roles. Besides that, she directed health programs for International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in Afghanistan. In that capacity, she led health programs 
including service delivery and capacity building  for 30 health facilities in seven 
provinces of Central and Southeast regions of Afghanistan. Moreover, she was 
Capacity Building Program Director for IbnSina, a local organization, where she 
developed over 20 training curricula, standards and guidelines, and organized 
short- and mid-term public health and management coursed for over five 
thousand health professionals. Ms. Anwari, an Afghan female physician, holds 
medical degree from Kabul Medical University and a Masters of Public Health 
(MPH) from the Institute of Management Sciences of Pakistan. 
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Manjo Basiru Isa, Fairmed/UNHCR, Cameroon 

 

Manjo Basiru Isa is the Technical Coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project 
on Community Health in favour of the Central African Refugees and the local 
communities in the East, Adamawa and the North Regions of Cameroon. 
He studied Medical and Cultural Anthropology in the University of Yaounde, 
Cameroon where he obtained a Master’s Degree in 2012 and enrolled into the 
PhD program in 2013. Since 2008, he has carried out more than 25 surveys on 
health issues in Cameroon with the UNDP, WHO, WFP, UNICEF, FAIRMED, 
SNV, MINSANTE, IRESCO, GIZ. In 2012, He was recruited as Monitoring and 
Evaluation Officer at the University of Montagnes. He was equally a lecturer of 
Medical Anthropology at Faculties of Medicine and Health Sciences of the 
Universities of Mbouo, Montagnes and Catholic of Kumbo. In January 2015, he 
was recruited in FAIRMED as a field officer in the Ndelele health District in the 
Esat region. By June 2015, he was appointed as the sub coordinator for the 
Adamawa region with 4 heath districts. SINCE January 2016, he was promoted 
as the Technical coordinator of the FAIRMED/UNHCR project covering three 
regions in Cameroon. Since then he has been representing FAIRMED and 
making presentations on the project. 
 

Cecilia Capello,  Enfants du Monde, Geneva Switzerland (Workshop A Moderation) 

 

 
Cecilia Capello works as a health advisor for the NGO Enfants du monde in the 
field of Sexual and Reproductive Health. Cecilia is an Italian medical doctor with 
several years of experience in coordination of health projects in Zimbabwe, 
Malawi and Sudan.  

Ricardo Pla Cordero,  Handicap International Lyon (Workshop B Moderation) 

 

Ricardo Pla Cordero works at Handicap International as Technical Advisor in 
Inclusion in Humanitarian Action. As development and humanitarian worker he 
has designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated rights-based approach 
programmes in recent humanitarian crises such as the Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the earthquakes in Nepal in 2015 and the Syrian Crisis, analysing 
how responses ensure equitable access to essential humanitarian aid and 
promote dignity, safety, participation and accountability. Mr. Pla Cordero 
collaborates also in the development of global guidance to promote inclusion, 
being one of the contributors of the pilot version of the ADCAP Minimum 
Standards for Age and Disability Inclusion in Humanitarian Action, participating 
to protection mainstreaming guidance development as a member of the Global 
Protection Mainstreaming Task Team, and co-chairing the IASC Task Team for 
the development of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) Guidelines on 
Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action. 

Helen Prytherch , Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

Helen Prytherch is Head of the Health System’s Support Unit at the  Swiss 
Tropical and Public Health Institute and has 17 years’ work experience gained 
at all levels of the health system across a variety of countries in Asia, Latin 
America and sub-Saharan Africa. Her main areas of expertise comprise health 
system strengthening (including primary health care development), health 
financing, quality management and human resources/capacity building. Helen 
oversees a team of 18 staff working from Basel, several of them based in, or 
undertaking frequent missions to insecure locations for clients including the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, 
Global Fund, UNICEF and the World Bank.    
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Joëlle Schwarz,  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Workshop C Moderation) 

 

 
Ten years of professional experience in Public Health programme management 
and operations research in low and middle income countries, with a focus on 
sexual and reproductive health and primary health care. Academic background 
in Social Sciences (MA), Development Studies (MDev) and Public Health (MPH). 
Research experiences in low and middle income countries, as well as with 
vulnerable groups in Switzerland, using qualitative and quantitative methods.  
Currently conducting a doctoral research on sexual and reproductive health in 
the African Great Lakes region, focusing on decision making for and practices of 
family planning. 

Lorenz Indermühle  Swiss Red Cross, Bern Switzerland (Panelist)  

 

Lorenz Indermühle is head of the department Africa/America of the department 
of international cooperation of the Swiss Red Cross. Before that he was working 
as a project leader in different countries in Europe and Asia. He worked for the 
ICRC in Afghanistan and in the Balkan, and for different NGOs in Central 
America. He holds a Master of Science in Development Studies of the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Jürg Utzinger  Swiss TPH, Basel Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jürg Utzinger is the director of the Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute (Swiss TPH) and a professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Basel.  His research, teaching and training interests pertain to the 
epidemiology, diagnosis and integrated control of neglected tropical 
diseases and health impact assessment of large footprint projects in the 
extractive industries in the Global South. He is engaged in transnational 
global health research consortia with ongoing collaborative 

Jacques Mader , Swiss Development Cooperation, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 

Jacques Mader is the Co-Head of the Global Programme Health at the Swiss 
Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). He has several decades of 
multifaceted experience of the health sector in various positions and different 
countries. He has always been more of a practitioner than a theoretician, more 
of a (critical) user than a producer of research results. Over the years and 
thanks to his practice in a great variety of contexts he has become increasingly 
pragmatic. He strives to use his expertise to promote equity in the access to 
health resources as well as a broader approach on the determinants of health. 
 

Rosmarie Quadranti,  Member of the National Council, Bern Switzerland (Panelist) 

 
 

 
Rosmarie Quadranti ist Kauffrau und Zürcher Nationalrätin (Bürgerlich-
Demokratische Partei, BDP). Sie ist 2011 im Parlament und Co-Präsidentin der 
parlamentarischen Gruppe globale Gesundheit. Sie ist Präsidentin der 
Stiftungsrates der Stiftung Kinderdorf Pestalozzi und lebt in Volketswil. 
 

 

 

 

 


