
 MMS Symposium 2023 
 
 

50 years Medicus Mundi Switzerland: The Changing Role of CSOs in 

International Health Cooperation and Global Health 
2 November 2023, 9am- 4.30pm, Volkshaus Basel 

 

9.00 AM Registration and Coffee 

9.30  Welcome, René Stäheli, President of Medicus Mundi Switzerland 

Part 1: Are we Ready for Decolonisation? 

  9.35 Video message from Federal Councillor Ignazio Cassis 

  9:40 Decolonisation: An Imperative for Health Equity and Health for All by Sulakshana Nandi 

(WHO Europe) 

10:00 Decolonisation: What Role for CSOs by J Carolyn Gomes (Vice Chair, Strategy 

Committee, Global Fund for HIV TB & Malaria) 

10.20 Swiss NGOs Engaged in International Health Cooperation: How to Respond to the Call 

for Decolonization? by Labila Sumayah Musoke (MMI) & Thomas Schwarz (MMI) & 

10.40 Panel: Are we Ready for Decolonisation?  

11.00  Coffee Break 

Part 2: Insights into the Process of Decolonization by MMS Members 

11.30  How to decolonize our work? Some Reflections from terre des hommes Schweiz by 

Hafid Derbal & Tayson Mudarikiri (terres des hommes Schweiz) 

11.40  Decolonization and Localization of Aid - the Changing Role of International Players by 

Martin Gallard (Fondation terres des hommes) 

11.50 From Catalysing Innovation to Health System Integration by Johannes Boch (Novartis 

Foundation) 

12.00 Localisation of Aid at the Swiss Red Cross by Fortunat Buesch & Atobian-Kouassi 

Kokouvi (Hyacinthe) (Swiss Red Cross) 

12.10 Q&A with Hafid Derbal & Tayson Mudarikiri, Martin Gallard, Johannes Boch and Fortunat 

Buesch 

12.30  Lunch 

Part 3: Money is Power 

13.30  MMS Quiz 

13.45 Is Cooperation at Eye Level Possible? Cheikh Mbacke Gueye (Medicor Foundation) 

14:05 Panel Discussion: “Money is Power” 

14.45 Film Input for Reflection 

15.00 Stretch and Grab a Coffee 

Part 4: How will the Future Look Like? 

15.30  Panel: How Will the International Health Cooperation Look Like in 15 Years? 

16.15  Wrap-up  

16.30 End of the MMS Symposium 2023 

 
 
Moderated by Leah Bohle (Swiss TPH), Carine Weiss (MMS) and Martin Leschhorn (MMS) 


